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The "King of Rock and Roll", Elvis Presley, dies at the age of 42 in Memphis

Presiey as idol, 1958
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Presley repularly flaitened
the many men who challenged
him to fight, and yet pub-
licised his almost sickening
devotion to his mother, so
his songs were cither mas-
culine and hard Hke Jailhouse
Rock or appallingly sentl-
mental, like Hearthreak Hotel
and Love Mc Tender,

Bly 1958, Elvis Presley had
achieved the kind of inter-
national fame which ¥
John Kennedy and the Beatles
were to rival. And .them It
all changed. On March 24,
1958, he was conscripied into
the Army

By -Mnrtlnjl‘g’l{kcr o

THE KING.is.dead and-there
will .he no replacement: Elvis
m{ey"-_' :the_-a'lm‘md:;a
eatest - exponent,-
= passionate-figure :in rock
and- roll,  died. last night in
the emergency ward of Mem-
phis. -Baptist - Hospital . of,
“acute respiratory distress.”” )
A hospital'spokesman said’ ™ Aftter winslng several talent
Sclottg at his fi °“’l',g hm‘; competitions as a’child, work-

ambulanee. . Ambulance: per-

sonne] tried'to r’edus:ét::emuel;

Nichopoulos, pronounced him
dead. ' .- o

Ths. ‘erded_at_the. age of
42 the carcer of the man-who
than . 400

songs, ‘who seold* more than
260 million records and who
embody not anly
rock and roll-but the.sudden
explosion of. " young ~ white
affluence which created it: He
received dozens of offers to

perform in Britain but turned:

them all down., .
‘Elvis Aaron. Presley - was
born on Januarv--8, 1935 In
-tge East Tupelo, Mississippl. His
.the
3. birth and.his parents, Vernon
o csley,

veligious_ poor . white -

whilch was . the “very essence
of {hie deep. south.

ing.as' a elnema_usher and a
hiselr ‘driver, the . - he

inspiration, Mr, Sam 'Phil,llﬁ

singer-as he was b . ‘of the-Sun Reco
to ?spltal' but Presley’s per- ‘c'{,";,‘,’,-‘.':f,' of Stin-Eum o
sonal- physician, Dr. George ~ Xt was the. early recordings

of ‘songs -by black- musiclans
that-attracted_the attentlon of
Colonel Tom' Parker, who was
to lﬁeome Presley’s Svﬁmeli.
carcer- and pers

g::nlplsUQ with the object of
T Within' 2 yoar of
sible. n-a year o
ol \Parker becoming his
aaenager !ll,z.l:?lov ?’er -JO'SUS.
ung Presley won his
w’psl:zgold.disu and an

He married Priscilla Beau-
licu, the daughter of a US
Air Force colonel, in 1967
after meeting her in West
Germany while he was doin
his military service. They has
one daughter, Lisa Marie horn
in February, 1968, but were
divorced in 1973.

When Presley put on uni.
form, and after his return,
the guts and defiance went
out of his music. He had
many hit records with
medium-paced ballads Iike
His Latest Flame and She'’s
Not You and with very slow
numbers like Are You Lone-
some Tonight.

To the despalr of hls old
fans, Elvis stopped rockin
and started to make bland,
commercial films which cele-
brated the wholesome, girl-

loving, patriotic decency of
voune Ameriea.

e age of

twin - brother - Jesse - dled at’

d. Gladys raised.
?.fm in the kind of lovlni and,
ome

job !
always sald he lked best,
Elv&’ “Presley ‘met his first,

, International - reputation .as

' the most dangerous thing to
hit civilisation since the atom
homh.. " .-

. US. chuqunnle.u;i nom:;llnln:
and. Senate leaders: e
agatnst . ““Elvis the Pelvis,”

. whose, bucking hips and pas-
siopate rlgyu;n? on stage were
sending -shudders. of sexual

. exeltement "through a-whole

. continent -of; Amerlcan girl.

. hood:via. the new medium of
televislon. .

Worse, than’ that, Presley

3 gfdiukell‘ !_’l;ck smjgs.v.e an: r:

ack.style o

d sentad:ryl» and' sold, this - pas-
‘slonate- musle -as a neat

- package 'wrapped in'hls acecp-
tahly white skin. Years before
clvii .rights legisiation, and
whilc the'Deep 'Sduth was still

_-segregated, ~Presley brought
‘the, black man’s blues to the
hearts and-minds of 2 young
America’- . 1%

The -songs that) Presley
spread-around the world were
hard-driving, uncompromising
celehrations of - toughness or
maudlin- despalr.. Just as in
his private life: -the  youn,

4
Turn-to back page, col. 2 Presley in concert, 1977

He was taken to hospital
several times because of
welght problems, and as his
weight increased, his public
appearances hecame more
infrequent. Sources close to
the Presley retinue said he
has recently becn a heavy
cocaine user.

As If to show he could still
do it, his records still crept
into the charts and in 1969
one of them, In the Ghetto,
seemed to echo his old passion
and to pay a debt to the black
roots of his mustc. -
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